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Since 2018, the matter of enhancing the position of young people in Ukrainian 
society has become of vital significance. The National Youth Strategy 2030 
was conceived to meet the development needs of the youth sector in 
Ukraine and it took three years to create and approve the proposed idea on 
official levels. This strategy is a long-term vision document, encompassing 
a broad framework of concepts and ideas, as well as numerous reference 
points for the gradual development of Ukrainian youth. It includes four main 
priorities - security, health, capability and integration. The document’s primary 
purpose is to elucidate the core priorities and key topics essential for the 
youth policy. After the russian federation’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, 
the needs and realities of youth have fundamentally shifted, requiring 
urgent and necessary actions for tackling the crucial issues that have 
emerged. Nonetheless, even after the beginning of the all-out warfare, the 
Strategy has remained relevant, especially due to its first priority - security. 
 
With war lasting since 2014, there is still a major need for dealing with 
such matters. The strategy’s main objective is not only to preserve the 
contemporary Ukrainian youth sector, but also to begin preparations for 
its future revitalization and development. The core priorities underlined 
below are of the most crucial importance for developing a clear youth policy 
plan with regard to the best international experience. Undoubtedly, today’s 
youth policy has many other factors that could be covered and discussed 
with international as well as Ukrainian experts. However, given that the time 
period is strictly limited, we need to focus solely on the most pivotal issues.
Relevant international experience is tremendously important nowadays, as 
all the theoretical and practical recommendations provided might be used to 
augment the strategic vision of Ukraine’s further rebuilding and development, 
taking into account the expertise possessed by other states that has already 
been developed and implemented. This document, and the contribution of the 
Youth international expert group, should therefore enhance the understanding 
of the National Youth Strategy 2030, the Ukrainian youth policy status-quo and 
show the possible ways of the future rebuilding and development of the youth 
sector itself, which will include both Ukrainian and international experience.
 

SECTION 1  

THE OUTCOMES OF THE WORK OF 
THE EXPERT GROUP

INTRODUCTION
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AREAS OF THE INTERNATIONAL EXPERT GROUP’S WORK

Block 1 - Security:

• Military-patriotic education 
• Security and safety aspects 
• Encouragement of young people to return to Ukraine

A key aspect of this block is the development of issues that will contribute 
to individual and societal security for young people to potentially increase 
and create conditions for the return of young people to Ukraine, for example:

• Presence of skills that were formed as a result of the large-scale war 
waged by the russian federation against Ukraine – including pre-medical 
assistance and shooting skills. It means to provide better conditions 
and possible training about, for example, first responders and skilled 
use of weapons, for youth representatives (who want to receive them).

• Safe environment improvement and adaptation of young people’s lives to 
modern conditions.

• Attention to the conditions and creation of proposals (it could 
include both increasing the safety environment, providing better 
conditions which appeared after the full-scale invasion, and 
enhancing labour market, educational environment and other 
spheres that can provide better services and conditions for youth 
development)  that will encourage young people to return to Ukraine.

The military aspect covers not only people who can deal with weapons, 
engage in medical activities and participate in other emergency 
services, but also young people who are involved in the volunteering 
sector, supporting the country through economical activities, the 
provision of education and training, and other community activities.

Block 2 - Health:

• Mental health and psychological help

The block is focused on addressing the issues relating to young 
people’s mental health, which have arisen as a result of the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine by the russian federation and is aimed 
at finding possible solutions to the existing challenges in the 
psychological condition of young people (and those that may appear).

Block 3 - Capacity:

• Youth infrastructure
• Youth/social entrepreneurship

Attention is paid to the reconstruction and creation of the appropriate 
youth infrastructure that was destroyed, damaged, or frozen due to the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine by the russian federation, and the development of 
the necessary network that will meet the new conditions (which were also 
provoked after February 24). Along with that, the track also highlights the 
issues of social entrepreneurship, youth involvement, employment issues, 
and the level of awareness that will contribute to its further development.

Block 4 - Inclusion:

• Accessibility and inclusion
• Youth participation in social and political life

The block highlights issues that are currently urgent and have already been 
adopted in EU countries. The issue of barrier-free access is urgent since it is 
broader and includes all possible directions of youth involvement in processes at 
various levels, such as their ability to have inclusive access to education, medicine, 
and the service sector. As for the topic of inclusion, we also should underline the 
aspects of ensuring gender equality in access and participation, marginalised 
and vulnerable groups in the processes and topics mentioned in this document.



8 9

Block 1 - Security: 

Military-patriotic education:

Involved citizenship. Young people need to be introduced to their civic 
roles, responsibilities as well as rights as part of their civic upbringing through 
education, extracurricular activities and community services. A military 
component is implicitly present in sports activities, first aid and broader survival 
skills, and physical and mental health awareness. Educational institutions 
are mainstream in civic education, however, they may work side by side with 
proactive civil society organizations that have methodology, competence, 
experience in the field and can act responsibly for the benefit of the young 
people, communities and society as a whole. The role of schools as platforms for 
civic and community engagement has to be enhanced. Key youth organizations 
should be able to have some of their services compensated through taxpayer 
funding. The patriotic segment comes not only through humanities on the 
school curriculum, but also through involvement in volunteering, internships in 
various roles in different institutions, exposure to richness of Ukrainian unity 
through the acceptance of historical, cultural, ethnic, and religious diversity 
of Ukraine, gamified state/self-governance/institutional experiences, and 
participation in decision-making and governance. All this can be enhanced 
beyond schools within communities and various youth organizations. Youth 
mobility, exchange programs, and new roles, opportunities and experiences 
for young people should become equally available across the country.

Security and safety:

Resilience. Parents, educational institutions, media discourse, and popular 
culture lean towards greater exposure of self-expression values, while survival 
values are the starting point for the majority of Ukrainians. While this transition 
is overall a sign of healthy development of the society, it is important that the 
pace of transformation is matched with improvement in the actual security

BLOCK OF STRATEGIC AND PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS BY 
DIRECTIONS

situation. Should young people brought up in self-expression values be faced 
with the need to implement a survival agenda, the threat can easily become 
existential. It is important that young people become aware of challenges that 
arise from lack of national and human security. Their ability to recognize the 
risks and act accordingly arises from personal engagement by the bearers 
of relevant experience of resistance, also through games and simulations, 
involvement in real-life solution development through school or NGO projects. 
The ability to work in groups, change roles, and learn to be accountable is key to 
further success.  The many forms of ‘leadership’ need to be clearly understood.

Encouragement of young people to return to Ukraine:
Return encouragement. An appreciative approach needs to be 
developed towards any level of interest in Ukraine, remote/online or hands-on 
engagement in activities, projects, courses, visits, internships, supplementary 
language, culture studies, and the social involvement of young people. Digital 
solutions could make involvement easier. Access to educational, economic 
and professional advice from abroad for teens and their parents needs to be 
strengthened. There should be greater support for Ukrainian activities in the 
EU and other countries through access to educational and other relevant 
content. The Ukrainian language and culture should be promoted abroad

Block 2 - Health:  

Mental health and psychological help:

Status-quo. Since Ukraine became an independent nation, an ever-
growing number of Ukrainians have managed to deal with the historical 
trauma from totalitarian and colonial oppression of the past century. 
Access to better care, nutritional improvements, greater awareness of 
healthy lifestyle, limitations imposed on tobacco and alcohol were also 
contributing factors. The war in Ukraine that started in 2014 and reached its 
peak in 2022 has created a new cycle of suffering, renewing, reactivating 
trauma. However, Ukraine’s ability to defend itself inspired many Ukrainians. 
All of the events have had an impact on mental and physical health. With 
many gaps in knowledge and understanding remaining, more research on
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mental health, specifically for needs of war-affected youth, is 
necessary to understand and map needs and plan effective 
responses. It should also include the identification of who needs help 
most in the youth population, with subsequent response planning 
that would involve young people on the assisting side as well. 

Services-oriented approach. The handling of mental health problems 
should be reorganized after the full-scale invasion to trauma-informed 
approaches and delivery of services. The methods and mental health services 
that are youth-friendly can increase the level of youth loyalty and to attract 
youth to proposed services. Art therapy, surf therapy, yoga, some kind of 
referral system or locations and activities for young people to connect and 
contribute to the reconstruction process can be the approaches. Accessibility 
of mental health services, including in rural areas, should be highlighted. 
In the context of Ukraine where trauma will affect all generations and be 
widespread, interventions that aim to develop among the people methods 
for self-care and use the whole family approach will be relevant. The military 
aspect should also be noticed and the implementation of the DDR practice will 
help to bring soldiers back on track. The DDR is the process of turning a soldier 
back into a civilian again, by taking them out of the military, preparing them to 
become civilians again, and then helping them reintegrate back into society.

Engagement promotion. Young people should be encouraged to take 
advantage of civic and community engagement.  They need to be made aware 
of possible ways of taking part. It would be a great thing for young people to 
learn that society is really concerned about them, about their mental health. 
Hiring young people to be the leaders of some work in the refugee camps and 
displaced areas, areas where strategically the emotional issues are going to be 
the biggest could serve as an approach. Another option of youth involvement 
can be an offering of some grant opportunities, which can be focused on 
reducing psychological and emotional problems. This means that young people 
with either motivation or a background in the field can apply for different grants 
and submit ideas and details of how they envision tackling the mental health 
problems in their communities. It’s also important to prepare the specialist for 
such types of activities. Active young people should be taught to provide training-

sessions for their peers on the basics of psychological support techniques.

Block 3 - Capacity:

Youth infrastructure

Priorities identifications. The war has been a factor that exacerbated 
the challenges of youth infrastructure, but it has also created an opportunity 
to create it anew, rather than rebuild, having rethought it. Dramatic 
demographic shifts, significant changes in economy, access to services will 
be among the factors influencing the youth environment. The gap between 
the old status quo and the new conditions requires research. What are the 
priority needs of different kinds of youth in terms of youth infrastructure? 
What do, for example, refugee youth, ex-combatant youth, young people 
with disabilities, orphaned youth, young mothers, youth from marginalized 
groups need most? Youth perspectives, thoughts and suggestions should 
be included and this would cultivate the engagement and empowerment of 
young people, as well as demonstrate that youth views matter. Research 
findings should be analysed and developed into a set of policy priorities.

Youth infrastructure as a magnet to youth activism. The need 
to create a network of regional youth centers in all regions of Ukraine 
as well as to rebuild destroyed ones is very essential right now. A huge 
number of youth centers are in charge of different services now: volunteer 
headquarters, shelters (they are, for example, places where refugees can 
live, educational centers, and places for juridical help). So the emphasis 
on rebuilding the youth centers could enhance the youth development 
processes on the ground. The youth engagement in this process can be 
adopted in the way of youth support and voluntary actions. Mobilization of 
both Ukrainian and international societies will help to rebuild the destroyed 
youth centers, which will assure a strong youth center in every community.

Youth entrepreneurship:
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Сapacity building. Ukraine’s social, economic, cultural and institutional 
environments, as well as unsaturated markets create favourable conditions 
for private initiative, creativity and enterprise. Low thresholds for start allow 
the learn-as-you-go approach. It’s important to give youth the competences 
and confidence to move into enterprises and entrepreneurship, so 
developing youth self-confidence, self-efficacy, navigational capacities and 
entrepreneurial culture is crucial. Fostering and supporting entrepreneurial 
mindset is important across the society; skills that should be developed 
through education; Ukrainian society demands that the state regulations 
be simple and make sense, because institutional traditions have little value. 
Greater connectedness of the young entrepreneurs may be important for 
their greater ability to cooperate, making all of them stronger. A baseline study 
and analysis of the current challenges, opportunities, and the needs for those 
young people (with a more detailed view of factors such as region, gender, 
income level, and whether they are in the military) with initiative is important. 
Reconstruction is the opportunity for the markets, approaches, models, 
and new business philosophies. Impact investment, social entrepreneurship 
allow greater sustainability of communities and allow synergies between for-
profits and non-profits. It is important to work with all ecosystem players on 
the market, like schools, universities, incubators, accelerators, banks, venture 
capital firms, and mentors. To start working directly with employers to create 
collaboration between them and youth centers can stimulate employers to 
take young people straight from these centers through careers counselors. 
There is a need to establish some standardized and quality careers and 
entrepreneurship services based on youth infrastructure to enhance the 
youth capacity within the entrepreneurship sphere. Gig economy, freelancing 
and supporting youth led businesses can serve as a way to ensure support 
for youth employment through career consultations that allow youth to find 
income. Youth-friendly financing opportunities for youth entrepreneurs can be 
an approach. The creation of mentorship programs can strengthen the position 
of young people, so the support of a system of more experienced mentors for 
novice entrepreneurs, creation of a community of youth entrepreneurs should 
be highlighted as well as  work with parents on matters to do with career 
orientations for young people. It’s also important to share data on the labour 
market in Ukraine, as well as to finally determine which governmental structure 

will take the main role in career orientation. 

Block 4 - Inclusion:

Accessibility and inclusion. The war has had a unifying effect on a diverse 
Ukrainian society. However, post-war recovery will include recurring pains of 
past trauma, struggles to sustain high levels of social cohesion when there 
will be lasting effects of recent violence present in private and professional 
lives, the roles of traditional institutions including the church are likely to be 
redefined if not diminished. Large groups of society will have come from the 
war itself either as combatants or as civilians from the occupied territories, 
or as refugees, POWs, DPs. An unknown number of people, however, primarily 
of young age have been kidnapped to Russia and their whereabouts, as well 
as ways of return will only be known after the end of combat. The urgent 
need of government policy should start with identification of the affected 
groups and a study that would assess the scale and the kinds of assistance 
needed. Peer-to-peer discussions across diverse youth groups would allow 
trust and confidence building. As a result of the research phase no groups of 
young people should remain uninvolved, including those in rural areas, distant, 
socially or culturally different or diverse in any other way. Local engagement is 
crucial but not at the expense of staying within the box of the social/minority 
or any other limiting legacy.  Improved social integration, access to basic 
social services and economic opportunities for vulnerable households, youth, 
women, through the support provided to local communities via participatory 
planning and implementation comes as a result of the bottom-up general 
approach which connects well with general sentiment of the Ukrainian society 
about good practice of social transformation. Vulnerable, challenging groups 
will require extra attention, requiring capable counselors, who can connect 
and support young people at their better and worse times. Including the 
possibility of supervision is important, so the practitioner has confidential 
time with a more experienced person and can discuss problems, as well as 
increase attention to strengthen the role of parents. Parents are the biggest 
influencers in decision-making for all age groups. They possess information 
about the future of their children’s careers in Ukraine and play a big part in their 
future. Peer connections, ties with communities, infrastructure for sports, art, 
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blogging, music recording and other cultural opportunities are key to 
developing a sense of belonging, which is the most productive relationship 
building for an inclusive society. Non-discrimination will be a factor to keep 
in mind with future policy, as experience of violence may create threats in 
the environment for any vulnerable groups, minorities, and communities 
with histories of stigma and discrimination. Migration to Ukraine to counter 
the demographic crisis may also increase cultural tensions, so a policy 
is needed to better integrate new residents on a positive-sum basis.

Youth participation in social and political life. Ukraine has a mixed 
record of agency development for young people within institutions with youth 
subdivisions. Any youth body for political, social civil society organization 
must not be viewed as expendable resource, but instead as self-sufficient 
individuals or groups with new ideas and modern way of connection to the 
world beyond. Young people have to be present and be part of the decision-
making on all and every issue that is related to youth: ‘nothing about us, 
without us’. To conduct youth-led research which could help to identify key 
priorities of youth through such issues: What can youth do now to support 
political life for Ukraine? Are there roles that they can play? What do youth 
want to do on the social level? Student governance, seed funding for projects 
can enhance the culture of participation and enhance horizontal cooperation. 
Expanding government’s digital platforms to the needs of the youth is a 
form of grassroots-oriented inclusion. Media information literacy has to be 
one of Ukraine’s key competencies. This is a way of creating resilience to 
existing propaganda. Media, information and cyber security should be part 
of key competencies in youth due to hybrid warfare. The formation of an 
‘international youth brigade for Ukraine’, comprising Ukrainian youth with 
direct and indirect experience of the war and young people from throughout 
the member states of the Council of Europe (not only the EU).  It is important 
for wider Europe to host Ukrainian young people (as an example the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s International Award for Young People, ‘Stand by Me’ initiative 
in partnership with UNICEF).  This hosting should cover the ‘youth policy’ 
ground being developed by Ukraine – in key areas affecting young people’s 
lives and the place of young people in Ukrainian society, such as employment, 
health, citizenship, volunteering, community engagement and youth work.
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SECTION 2  

PRACTICAL WAYS OF 
IMPLEMENTING THE DEVELOPED 
DIRECTIONS

PROJECTS OF THE RECOVERY PLAN OF UKRAINE AND OTHER 
RELATED PROJECTS AIMED AT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

INDIVIDUAL BLOCKS OF THE DOCUMENT
(https://recovery.gov.ua/)

Block 1:

Military-patriotic education

‘United Ukraine’. the project includes several areas of work: in the 
processes of military-patriotic education, it is important not only to develop 
security skills in young people, but also to pay attention to the formation 
of Ukrainian national and civic identity. Therefore, the implementation 
takes place in 2 blocks (providing training of instructors in pre-medical 
coaching and the basics of military-patriotic education; ensuring the 
formation of Ukrainian civic identity in the nation, including young people). 

Creation and development of military-patriotic camps for 
youth. Using camps as part of career orientation for youth who want 
to connect life with the military can increase the youth’s skill level and 
contribute to greater interest and understanding of the relevant fields. 
Emphasis should be placed on a more in-depth study of the tactics of 
military strategy, as well as practical exercises: shooting, first aid, etc.

Security and protection aspects

Educational courses at school and university on the ability to cope 
with the challenges of a belligerent neighbor. Due to the full-scale 
invasion of the russian federation, the need to understand behavior in various 
situations and to have the necessary skills has significantly increased. First aid, 
survival skills during the shelling, packing an emergency suitcase, algorithms 
for actions in emergencies and many other topics should become a priority 
during the implementation of introductory courses in educational institutions.
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Encouraging youth to return to Ukraine

Ukrainian Youth Fund: creating conditions for the restoration of Ukraine 
and the return of youth who are temporarily abroad. Having the opportunity to 
implement their own ideas is one of the primary motivators for learning, personal 
development, civic participation, and an incentive for further development 
within one’s country. The UYF is a state institution that will operate on the 
basis of co-financing by state and international partners and provide grants 
for the implementation of projects and initiatives that will contribute to the 
support and development of young people. The UYF can also be used to 
stimulate specific areas that will contribute to the development of social and 
youth entrepreneurship, as well as to support the project and institutional 
capability of youth organizations. A separate grant competition for projects 
related to youth social entrepreneurship can be a great incentive for the further 
development of youth in Ukraine, and the stimulation of youth organizations 
will help increase the involvement of youth in public life and strengthen the 
capacity of youth organizations as the driving force for positive change.

Block 2

Mental health and psychological assistance

‘SpivDiia’  (https://spivdiia.org.ua/) is a cross-sectoral project that includes 
several work areas. Psychological assistance has been launched through 
the platform on the basis of Spivdiia hubs. During the 4 months, over 6,200 
people, of which 21.5% are IDPs, received psychological support services. 
The launch of cascading offline courses, where young people will acquire 
skills to support themselves in the PTSD state and those around them who 
have PTSD. According to the estimated data as of October 2022, over 10 
million Ukrainians will require this. The launch of online products that will 
help young people cope with echoes of the war will have a big impact on how 
young people will be able to cope with new challenges in the post-war era.

Block 3:

Youth infrastructure

• Modernization of youth centers and spaces - the project 
provides youth with access to basic services for self-realization and 
development, especially those necessary during the war and in the 
post-war period. Before the beginning of the full-scale invasion of the 
russian federation, over 300 youth centers and spaces were functioning 
in Ukraine. Still, as of October 2022, only 143 are working, so the priority 
direction is the restoration of destroyed youth centers and spaces, 
as well as the creation of conditions for the sustainable development 
of a network of such facilities. Every youth center is a magnet and a 
multiplicator of activism, so investing in this direction and its further 
stimulation is vital. In addition, the development of the infrastructure 
of urban parks in Ukraine can also contribute to the greater involvement 
of young people, the promotion of sports, and its further development. 

• Analysis of services for youth on the basis of youth centers - the 
project ensures obtaining information about the needs of young people in 
the activities of youth centers and spaces, as well as receiving the services 
provided by them. The implementation of the project takes place in two 
stages (a national study on the assessment of youth needs regarding 
the services of youth centers and spaces provided by them during the 
war; a national survey on the state of existing youth centers and spaces).

• Diversification of youth center services according to young 
people’s needs - the project will allow to effectively allocate resources of the 
state and local budgets in terms of providing those particular services for youth 
that are necessary, taking into account the specifics of each region of Ukraine

Youth/social entrepreneurship

• ‘SpivDiia’  (https://spivdiia.org.ua/) is a cross-sectoral project combining 
several work areas, including grants for youth entrepreneurship 
and youth business recovery. ‘SpivDiia’ includes the direction

https://spivdiia.org.ua/
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of SpivDiia entrepreneurs - creating conditions for supporting 
micro and small businesses of young entrepreneurs.

• The National platform for supporting youth entrepreneurship and 
entrepreneurial skills of young people - the project aims to develop a 
network of incubators on the basis of institutions working with young people, 
educational institutions, other interested institutions, and organizations, 
mentoring and consulting in crises, grant support for small businesses, 
development of individual support programs for SMBs, and further scaling 
of the project to make it accessible to different categories of young people. 
Launching a grant competition for young people to start or develop their 
own businesses, provided that people are employed, can also stimulate the 
development of the necessary entrepreneurial skills among young people.

• The National project of career guidance and professional 
retraining of youth -  the project aims to promote the conscious 
choice of young people of their own life path through the 
implementation of a sustainable system of career guidance, taking 
into account current challenges; creation of modules for retraining, 
the need for which arose especially after the full-scale invasion of 
the russian federation and due to the significant difference between 
demand and supply on the labor market; popularization of vocational 
education through non-formal education, as well as increasing the 
involvement of all parties (parents, teachers, mentors, and others). 

Block 4: 

Accessibility and inclusion

Due to  the war in Ukraine, the number of young people with disabilities 
is only increasing, which necessitates the implementation of a 
project to create a barrier-free space for young people, which 
includes:

• Collecting and spreading reliable information about the accessibility

of physical environment objects, namely: providing the collection of information 
about the number of youth centers that are accessible to all categories of 
young people; 

• improving the accessibility of buildings and premises of public 
institutions for young women and men, namely: modernizing youth 
centers in terms of improving the accessibility of their premises;

• developing and assisting in the implementation of practices and 
mechanisms of social and civic participation, in particular through the 
formation of public policies and legislative norms to ensure accessibility;

• Develop and implement programs to involve young people in civic and 
political life

Youth participation in social and political life

Project: ‘SpivDiia’ (https://spivdiia.org.ua/) (Ukraine recovery plan 
project https://recovery.gov.ua/) - the country’s platform for uniting 
volunteer and state initiatives for humanitarian aid for civilians during 
wartime. SpivDiia was created by volunteers during the war and combines 
public and state initiatives to effectively organize humanitarian aid.

The National project of youth involvement in the restoration 
of Ukraine - VidNOVA.UA - project aims to promote the processes of 
youth involvement in the restoration of Ukraine and the normalization 
of life in communities affected by the war with russia through youth 
exchanges, which will involve young people from different territories 
of Ukraine, namely: creating opportunities for young people to join the 
process of rebuilding the country; promoting volunteering among young 
people; the formation of social, civic and intercultural competencies, 
which will contribute to shaping an active life position of young people and 
responsibility for the social and political processes taking place in the country.

The development of youth councils and distribution of direct



22 23

forms of youth participation - the project ensures the creation of 
conditions for the participation of young people in the processes of restoring 
the country and other processes directly related to young people, which is 
one of the priority directions of the youth sphere of the European Union. The 
development of directly related to young people, which is one of the priority 
directions of the youth sphere of the European Union. The development of 
youth councils is a quality tool for involving young people in decision-making 
processes, both in Ukraine and Europe.

The National Youth Internship Program (within Ukraine and abroad) 
- aims to involve young people in the processes of the governmental service, 
business, and the public sector, which will increase the level of awareness 
of young people in each of the industries and contribute to their further 
involvement in joining one of the directions fully; creation of a system of 
personal and professional development of youth in Ukraine aged 18 to 25, 
which will stimulate the development of leadership qualities and contribute to 
increasing the level of civic activity of young people.

Participation of youth in public life and the restoration of the country 
(teaching youth about civic competencies) - the project aims to stimulate 
youth towards stable development by acquiring civic and social competencies, 
which include issues of values, leadership, media literacy, etc. The development 
and implementation of programs should take place at schools and universities 
to ensure that most youth are covered by these educational courses.

Qualified specialists who work with young people (for the development 
of civic competencies of young people) - the key goal of the project is 
to increase the level of competencies of specialists who work with young 
people, regarding the development of civic competencies, including under 
the ‘Youth worker’ program, as well as to increase the number of experts, 
who work with young people. An important aspect is also the constant 
improvement of the qualifications of specialists, which will contribute to their 
further growth and the introduction of new and more effective practices.

Volunteering and youth: development and prospects in Ukraine - 

the project will be carried out through the support of volunteer initiatives, 
popularization of the volunteering culture among young people, recognition 
of volunteer activities through the inclusion of competencies of young people 
gained during the implementation of volunteer activities in the process of 
obtaining education, employment, etc., advocacy for the acquisition of the 
Program country status of EU programs ‘European Solidarity Corps’ by Ukraine. 

Qualified specialists who work with young people (https://
youth-worker.org.ua) - the project aims to train specialists who 
work with young people to provide them with psychological support, 
the implementation of pre-medical care courses, career counseling 
programs, entrepreneurship and employment, development of civic 
competencies, assistance to IDP youth, organization of volunteer activities.

Education and consulting of institutions of civil society. Support 
for civil society institutions at the national and local levels. 
Currently, ICS need basic support for organizational development, staff 
training, and activists. It is highly profitable for the state to support newly 
created organizations to help them realize their potential for the benefit 
of the country and society. The implementation of the project will be 
done in two stages (training and consulting of ICS for their survival and 
functioning in war conditions and providing grant support; increasing the 
capacity of ICS through the implementation of training programs for ICS 
and programs for young people who want to create an ICS, implementation 
of experience exchange programs between representatives of ICS)

Ukraine and the EU. The focus is on supporting greater integration 
of youth from Ukraine and the EU at all levels, namely: youth exchanges 
between countries; promoting the integration of youth organizations 
from Ukraine with specialized European networks, and encouraging the 
implementation of joint projects, projects to inform the youth of Ukraine 
about the opportunities that the EU already provides for young people; 
educational products explaining to young people how the EU works.
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Projects of the Recovery Plan of Ukraine, which are thoroughly 
aimed at the implementation of all blocks of the document

(https://recovery.gov.ua/) 

• eMolod is a digital youth platform that concentrates all opportunities 
for youth in Ukraine, as well as analytical data from all stakeholders to 
inform youth and professionals. Informing young people about available 
opportunities is just as crucial as creating such opportunities. It is 
extremely necessary not only to create a sustainable system of informing 
the youth about the possibilities of realizing their potential in Ukraine 
but also to develop a communication strategy on how to communicate 
with different categories of youth. A further important component of this 
system is an annual information campaign among young people, which 
will focus on the role of young people in achieving victory (at home and 
abroad) at the first stage and motivate young people to participate in 
the public life of their own country. In the future, the campaign should 
be aimed at maintaining the level of youth activity and attracting more 
young people of different groups to public life. The information campaign 
should also be aimed at spreading opportunities for youth in Ukraine, 
which will contribute to their further involvement in returning back.

• Strengthening cooperation between local government 
bodies, local self-government bodies, and civil society 
institutions for the implementation of youth policy 
and youth work - the project will contribute to advocating 
for the support of ICS working with youth from local budgets.

Support of ICS at the local level from local budget funds and their 
involvement in solving local problems is a key characteristic of democracy. 
The competition of projects developed and offered by the ICS is an 
effective mechanism for implementing the best ideas for solving local 
problems for less money. An important aspect is an interaction with 
local authorities and local self-government bodies and their consulting 
on youth policy issues, competitions, and providing grants for the ICS 
at the local level because young people trust state bodies less and are

more involved in solving community issues in cooperation with the ICS. 

• ‘Community for youth’ - an initiative for comprehensive support of 
local youth policy - the project will help create such an environment in 
communities that will stimulate the further development of young people 
and increase their ability and desire to participate in the development of 
their own community. Exchange of experiences of local self-governments 
regarding successes in the field of youth policy, presentation of best 
practices in financing youth programs and support of youth participatory 
budgets, rating of cities supporting youth policy, the annual forum 
held jointly with associations of cities and other tools will contribute 
to improving conditions for youth development in communities and 
their further involvement in the process of community formation.
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